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Society of Broken Souls, the folk noir songwriting duo of multi-instrumentalists Dennis 
James and Lauryn Shapter, releases their new album, Midnight and the Pale, on April 13, 
2018. This is the pair’s second album under the moniker Society of Broken Souls and 
their fifth collaboration. The new album once again sees James and Shapter writing, 
arranging, producing, and engineering the 11-song collection, as well as performing all 
the parts. Starting a music career considerably later in life than most emerging artists, the 
duo is embracing the maturity and experience that comes from years passed, life lived, 
and challenges faced. Their latest album is a study in the interplay of light and dark, and 
the beauty that results when they are allowed to walk comfortably side by side. 

Called “a songwriting powerhouse” (Ben Kieffer, Iowa Public Radio), the duo writes and 
performs their own brand of American roots music. While they have their roots as an 
acoustic duo, their sound has blossomed into an expansive setting for weathered 
characters, tough topics, and quiet beauty. Piano, organ, drums, bass and host of other 
sounds join the guitars and fiddle in intricately woven and varied arrangements, creating 
a wide, dynamic palette. As they take turns singing lead and harmony, the pair paints a 
vast emotional landscape, ranging from the rebellious and jubilant to the introspective 
and heartfelt. 

In spite of the conventional wisdom that says to let go of childish dreams and leave the 
rock and roll lifestyle to the young, James and Shapter are reinventing their lives with 
vigor. As part of that renewed commitment, the duo purchased a 22-year-old RV and 
retrofitted it to hold the myriad instruments they bring on stage. They hit the road in 
2017, covering over 22,000 miles and performing nearly 100 shows in 18 states. An even 
heavier coast-to-coast touring schedule is planned for 2018, beginning in March. 

Track Listing 
1. Ghosts of Kansas (4:13)** 
2. Starflower Blues (3:42) 
3. A Hundred Miles (5:39) 
4. Witness (6:01)** 
5. Pretty (5:05) * 
6. April’s Moon (5:42) 
7. Lay to Rest the Ghost (4:26) 
8. Broken Bouquet (6:49) 
9. Fortuna (4:48) 
10. Wings on a Prayer (5:10) 
11. Wide and High (5:17) - CD Only 

* FCC non-compliant 
** Mild Profanity 

Suitable for Americana, Folk, Roots, Alt-
Country, and Indie radio shows

Midnight and The Pale
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